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undertaken” tn the”. 
allowing Treatiſes to. grve an ex- 
me at full aloe the D-- 
# wme-Light, but-only. ſo far as'T> 
I; q bave : occaſion t0'\do'-ut \1n de ating 
f -3 with-my Adverſary., yet (1f "my 
' & Judgment" 'may\be taken  concern+ 
' * zng- my ou Work) ub thrukothat 
, even this Occaſional Account 
that occurs up and down m theſe 
S Papers, may be ſo conſuderable as 
3 to give them a fair Right to the 
| laws of Treatiſes concerning 
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as S s ” a. 
Meto the Reader, 


Y fr tho 
the. diref} and projeſſe 5 
the” fornier of Ke, Te, Z 
ouly a Private and Perſonal In- 
agement between me and my Op- 
poſer, yet that it has been the oc- 
cafun of my delrvering many great 
aid ' confuderable things, as well 
Abſolutely as Relative, confeder'd, 
and ſuch as if. read carefully and 
pudicionſly, and with a theroughly 
Awaken'd Attentron, may contri- 


bute very much to the clearing of 
many uſeful Truths , and*to the 
Improvement of the Reader in ſe- 
veral curious' Points of Specula- 
f10n, 


wo 9 OI An: 
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Lee, for his-unjuſÞ; 
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wo the »Condutt | of Human 
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| Silas - i £21 2 
5» the Jutho? of thoſe Reflections, 


| HO T'do not think ic any 
piece of Ignorance 
Defect of Learning, not to 
rightly acquainred with .rhe Quaker” 
les, which if I knew them dever 
ras wp e's world add but lictle either to 
my Knowledge on of 


ry Opinion 
[ am $5.07 fo { ſenfble of that 


R - whichevea the rmeaneſt 
B "0 and 


kh 
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have to Juſtice and Fair 
and Parties 3p nice d Fas 


thar 1 
=bjeroai my oprefercng o thofe 
Princi of which I might be very 
excula Tenorant. 


And fince this is the thing laid to my 
Charge, and that with a great -deal of + 
Paſſion and 2Dpry Reſentment, not to 
lay woe 10 Incivility, I think I 
Hays beallow'd to be fo far concerned 
—_— as to endeavour to 
ad ama not {@ much for 
comiemny Gita i (which I 
do not conceive at: to lie much 
-- ſtake) as for the v7 of my 
_—_ Which tho I { peculiarly 
thatT might be allowed to be 
n, lt warm —_ b4 orc ea 
pecially coming 
and affrouting Adverſary, yet 1 hope I 
ſhall be able © to temper my Spirit 
and -govern'my Pen, that the Defence 
all not be near fo paſſionate as the 


I confeſs indeed, I did not expect 
any great Civiliry of Addrefs from 2 
Man of this ſullen Tribe, Dy ye 

Mark and Character is Rftic:ty, and 

. who aro gearally at as great 
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with 


heviear.... Bat thae-the 
Ces bs Qualy of my Arloeciars) 
might © far ballarre f peta) 
Luaker, as to. contain him. within +the 
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a of Mr. FVickris his 

and ity, F 


foul upon me, after fuch a rude, violeac 
and paſſionate manner; as is below the 


Bw T3. 


— - : £m ti. 


B2z . Which 


ing Fi for an - Het one, 
'Light within storn'd into 


6 \Lcannotin Juftice deny, bur char for 
@ Man of his Way, my. Adverſary is 
OO for | his -—_ and 
ing, (notwikhſtanding en- 
gdeavours to repreſent me as/a Dunce 
and Blockhead as well as aKnave) and 
pe pon by woe have ſhewn ve 
. each, and with better Advantage, i 
the Violence of his Paſſhon.had nor 
difturb'd the Clearnefs and Order of 
his T ts, and put him often out of 
his For is the great 
Contrariety to Reaſon, and will draw 
a Cloud over the brighteſt Mind. The 
iet and fedate Soul is moſt fit for the- 
plation of Truch, as,che calmeſt 
eWeather is commonly the moſt ſerene. 
It Love beblind, Anger I'm fure is mach 
more ſoz and there is this remarkable 
- difference between the Wars of the Pex 
aud thoſe of So Find, cr Ho the 
Soldier may ro vantage 
in Hot Blood, the Diſputanc will xea- 
fon beſt in Gold. y 


But 
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my Mora! ConduR as make 
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is 


done, | che Exprefica 'r 
In the mean while 1 mutt bog: 

ris not to be - af Jirell: 

puts me in mind © nw! agen 
Tus loa 
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thevs to be a Coft-a-way : | advife thee 
hr var iu what Ground and Na- 
e 


tur yet ftandeft and liveft 17, and 


; what Speres lives and rules th thee, T 


thank him for his Advice, but not for 
that ſpiteful and ſtrapgely ___ 


hour Uncerls ont: 
tot ym, = Dofrin of : the Di- 
t,.yert I do not 06s 


am led bits Gn preach 
ſelfa Caſt-a 


py as if = oy Gon 
nection or Pertinence n wane 


. -Byc:fearing be had not)been in 
rs and leſt ane yr 
ould-miſs his N , 
Hath-. not Saree ſ - entred; tn 
through Self-love andEftecmt 
- the Eye; antogus, ths wget to ſpeak 
Sore ues ! Here he charges me 
ines, Ambition - and 
Sl -love'; When laſt he is moan 
en to 'ſuch an extravagant 
as to make me an Idolater, and that of. 
the worſt ſort, as making my ſelf to 
be my God. For -fays he, Is not Self 
exalted to [it in the Temple of God, as 
God in thee *? What a Flight of Cen- 
j ſoriouſneſs 


39 : 
. 


ne bip ir wſenciag 


t with me for being a Scboler. 4r1 
wat decks oy t, with thy cor- 
wpt Wiſes . Gps) which is the 
feibidaen By uit, will e. Folly iv 
the. end mY "26 iT, ſupp " i be maſt 
mean 110 , and the S 
; opbfI® <4 which he will needs 
have to be corrupt Wiſdom, and the 
Forbidden Fruit, "Now cho I nor on- 
ly grant, but, in 2 Tr 
written opon. this FH 
prelly coorendes, and i peace 
ly demonſtrated , t th 
e preſent State of - an, the = 2 
ag 29d now ledg is ng; far 
owable , than as 'tis cq | 
oe Coo HE of nh Life, ind that all 0h 
roſecution of it beyondor et 
End, is an immoderate and, blameable 
Curiolity ; yet I hope afar a. Wis Apt 
to ſerve the Intereſt of a good Lite, 
there is no reaſon to diſallow or con- 
demn ic, Tho it. be not 10.beallow'd 
any farther, yet I chink ic may and maſt 
beallow 'd ſo far. And herein T. think 
I ſtate the meaſure of proſecuting 
Learning and Knowledge'in a due wear, 
between the Extremes of thoſe over- 
inquiſitive 
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inquiſitive Spiritson the*one han 
ſer no Linuts to their Curiofity, and 
thoſe narrow and contrated ones on the 
other who: confine it too firaitly, con- 
demning all Human Le in groſs, 
under the reproachful Appellations of 
Garnal Reaſon , Corrupt Wiſdom , Varn 
Philofophy, and the like 3 under which 
Characers I think ir ought not 'to be 
repreſented, as far as ir is aptto-ſer 

and miniſter to the Intereſt of Religion 
and a good Life. And that ir may be 
ſerviceable to that purpoſe, I might un- 
dzrtake ro ſhew, but that the excellent 
Mr. Boyle has ſaved me the. trouble in a 
lace Treatiſe upon this very SubjeR, 
call'd, The Chrifttan Virtuoſo. 1 cannor 
therefore but wonder what ſhould make 
Mr. Pickris (who is himſelf a Scholar) 
thus condemn all Human Learning in 
groſs, under the Name of Gorrupe W/- 
dom, and blame me for decking tmy (elf 
with ir, eſpecially conſidering that a 
lictle after (Page 10. ) he ſuppoſes the 
Divine Light to affiſt the Natural Fa- 
culties of. che Soul in the Artainmene 
of Arts and Sciences : Why then does 
he tel] me of decking my ſelf with my 
Corrupt Wiſdom? What, does the 
Divine Light affiſt the Natural Facul- 
ries of the Soul in the Artainment of 
Corrupt 


are theſe things conſiſtent, unlefs Mr, 
Piekri will be underſtood not of con- 
demning Human Learning in general 
as Corrupt, but only that which is the 
je of my particular Studyzas if my 
were not directed to the ends of 

2 Life, which would be as great 
a Genſuregas the other is a Contradiition, 
So that in ſhore, he is neceſlarily re- 


duced to this D:lewma, Either he con- 


demns Human Learning in groſs,as cor- 
rupt, and then he contradies himſelf, in 
making the Divine Light affiſtanc co itz 
or he condemns the particular matter 
of my Study as corrupt , and then he 
Genſures me. 


As he does again moſt oapardogably, 
(Page 7. ) ing me, that I welfally 
blaſt the Fame of God's Name and Work 
in the Earth , in and by his People, be- 
cauſe they agree not with Man's Ways and 
Concetted wiſe Notzons, Which is 2 
Charge next to that of committing the. 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. For _ 
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ture that he could pick out in all c 
Bible, namely, the 12th Yerſe of the 
2d of Petey the 2d, and the 1th Yerſe 


ſhall utterly periſh tz their own. Gorraption. 
And again, But theſe ſpeak evil of theſ 
things which they know not 5 but 
they know natarally as Brute Beaſts, 13 
thoſe things they corrupt themſelves, Up- 
on my Word very civilly, and 
charitably applied: Bur there are ſon 
Men, who tho they revile thoſe they 
dilaftet 
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'd. ont the Dregs-of his 
Venom, he concludes this Reprehenſi- 
on-Pare, having (as he words it) dif 
charge "him to'me oft the afo 
oy \Fepery fo pes eharteq 
V y , Je Pas 
himſeIf, having thrown ap fach a 
of Choter and other Filth. Indeed 


La. Man ) his Stomach was very 

and 'ewas high time to have it 

Foul And yet 'is not all up yet ; 

he bs; not yet fo ww; ug: ans -_ 

ſelf, bur cthac we find 

gain roward che End of the ok 

after he had paſs'd adifingenuos. Refle- 

i + gr Reaſon and Conſcience, 

thing they, were both reform'd, 

beret ” har 2t preſent chey are 

both very corrupt) and afcer_ he had 

charg'd me with no lefs chan Ems! Pre- 

Page Is. ſunyption and Blaſphemy againſt ſome chat 

dwell in Heaven, and Prophanenefi into 

the Bargain, in the Extravagance of his 

. Zeal and Paſhon he cries our, What art 

thou, O Man, that boafteſt thy ſelf? Art 

thoa wiſer than thy Maker ? Threatning 

me 


Page 13. 


X yever ſo ber, fo. L? be 
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I me wichal in the Style, and with the 


Authority of a P , that God ſhall 
confound -my V m, and bring to 
naught my Underſtanding whetein it is 
alted 3 for he bath determind- to 
ſtain the Pride of all Fleſh, the Mouth 
of the Lord hath ſpoken it : Taking for 
granted that my Underſtanding is exalt- 
ed beyond its dae Limits, and that I 
abound with Pride; Which indeed are 
all of chem fine Cenſures, confiderin 
the illnefs of the things ſuggeſted, 
the liccle Knowledg Mr. Y:ckris has of 
mes upon whom he is pleaſed to beſtow - 
one ſtroke of Civility more at parting, 
telling me, This is wretten for the clear- 
ing of Truth" Teftimony from the Rubbiſh 
thoa haſt caſt thereon, What a rude un- 
educated Pen does this Gentieman write 
with ! "Whether itbe his Anger, or his 
i]l Nature, or his Perſwaſion, that fo 
uncivilizes him, 'I will-not ſtay to exa- 
min ; but upon the. whole matter, I 
think he has given me no ſmalFoccaſi- 
on to ſuſpect thar this was written, not 
ſo much for the Clearing of Truth, as 
for the clearing, thit is, the d;ſcharging 
himſelf, and the ridding his Stowach of 
an uneakie Load, which now he is dif- 
charg'd of, I hope he will ſleep inquiet. 


C And 


(18) 
And thus havi the World z 
View of ſome of 6+ oy of F of this 
Aathor, (for in mercy to qd > 
well 25 to-my Adverlary.L nh not ſer 
__l I' now dare a yp o rhe 
ſithe Judge,wherher ſuch 
Expre! 235 theſe become Ar the 
0 9 ater, or the Cha- 
a Chriſtian, or the Prerenfions 
. I fay, rhe Pretenfions 
Y- pr for tho the Quakers do 
of No to the External CHO 
either of ge or of Behaviour 
rather {em to diftinguiſh rhemfe ws 
by ah oppoſite Ruſticity wml yer 
'tis well known that they make high 
Pretenfions to Gharity, particularly to 
chac moſt Chriſtian part of ir that con- 
fiſts in Meekneſs and Gentlenefs, in Pati- 
ence and Long e-luffering, ina quiet and 
paſhve temper of 30 t. Tothele (as 
tis wn) their ons run 
{o high, as- to offer to turn the orher 
"to the Smiter ; 5 nay, Even to 
fcruple the Lawfulnels of ar which 
it ſeems is too rough a thing for fuch 
calm i ve Creatures as OY all 
made up of Love and Sweernefs. 


But 
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But now let any but 2 Quaker j 
how well Mr. Fickris has maintain' 
this Charater:' Had I been never © 

os in miſrepreſeming che” Quakers 
le, I could not have deſerv'd 
ſuch a Barbarous Treatment from -himz 
or if I had; yet it would not have 
been conſiſtent with his ſ highly Chri- 
ſtian Prectenſfions ro-give it me. No, 
he ſhould have ſuffer'd rather, 2nd have 
return'd Good for Evil. At leaſt he 
ſhould have had ſo. much 
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the Mobrek #3 2 Quaker? If it Fog 
then S:t Anemamea, Let —_ be 
with the Philoſophers, ſhall-I ſay > Or 
with the Mex of the World; or indeed 
with any Men, LR than with ſuch a 
bitter foul-mouth'd Sect as this. What 
the Temper of this Gentleman is in his 
Converſation I know not , but if he 
governs his Tongue no berter than he 
does his Pen,” (and 'tis: ſtrange if he 
ſhould) I think 'cwould be a Bleſſing 
both ro himſelf -and others, if he were 
Speecblefs. : Bar the Fangwage y che 

eter 
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latter is ſo very foul, that I believe the 


-Arch-Ange) 1m. his "Difpute with the 


Devil about the Body..of Moſes, did 
not only:;uſe berter ro lim, (which 
would be bur a ſmall rater ): but re- 
ceiv'd better from bim. » I'm fure he 
could not -well receive worſe. And 
now we ate upon Scripture-Allaſion; 


I ſhall leave to offer one Text 


ro Mr, Fackris his Conlideration, in re- 
quital to thoſe many ſevere ones he has 


ſet before mine; This Gentleman is 
both by.his Principles and by his expreſs 


Declaration in this Papers 2 great De- 


 ſpiſer of, rhat Wiſdom which is from 
bro vim herwife by: him calld cor- 


) and a. great Pretender 
idom- which: is from above ; 
hear chen and confider what St. 


bo; oat 


fem ays, The Wiſdow: that is from a- 


tft pure, then- peateable, gentle, 
&c. 1th which I conclude this part, 
and ſq;pats on from the. Paſſion to the 
Argument 'that is contain in this Pa- 
per. 


And hens, if there be 20y Depen- 


dence upon- that Saying. , that Strong 
Paſſions produce weak Arguments, I may 
hence rake a P rf 2 Succeſsful 


Iflue in- che preſent Engagement. Fins 


- ga ri A wH+s #r Ama Ju dd £- £6 
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however for fear of the worft,I think it 


here in the Entrance to adver- 


neceflary 
Uze tee the Render thgt theQueſtion now in 


is not concerning 
theta Of $. Bll ny Repel 
Concerning! th of m 


tation 'of them; not w 
Principles-are 1 wr wither. thx 


whether hay f repreſented by 
me.- Sothati MO Mer, Vie ſhotild ha 
the oy bes to win Jo key yt 
a private perſona] ory » 
eg the Coe of 


raw by bs ek 1 


lae of ON Ara 2. 
Thi being per ied, I miſt forcher 
acquaint the " ther/the” Book 


W "ry r. Llc. Qxceps 
guilcy of Argo + Ge dei Pin, 
1Smy f07s 2m. : 

fe Poll 


Human Life, pirticularly i in- 

ſcript added -to-the ' Second 

where I undertake to give ſoine Ac Ac- 
count of the difference between my 
Notion of the Divine Light, and the 
Quakers Light withjn. And this 1 do 
in [&eral Articles diſtinQly; which be- 
cauſe of the frequent recourſe: on we 
ſhall have to-chem-in the Sequelit will 
by 2 : SarisfaRion 'to have? here- {et 
G4 down 


* | 


( 22) 
down; - They are therefore as fol- 
lows : | = 


I. The Quakers uſually. calk of this 
Light within as of ſome. Divine Gom- 
anunication. or Manifeſtation oaly 
whereas T makeit to be. the very E/- 
ſence and Subſtance of the Deity, which 
I fuppole vertually to contain all things 
in it, ;:and-*to be intimately united to 

TL The ers repreſent this Lighe 

. within as 2 fort of ;Extraordinery Inſpe- 
ration. (whence they heve:the Name,of 
Enthyfiaſts) whereas I ſuppoſe it to be 
Man's Nataral and Ordinary way, of 


=. 6... a9 ns as ©. Sho th i (2 6: it M99. woo eos an. thc an. 


nor indeed any more than a meer Dead 
Letter,” ' Bur now I do not appropriate 
this Divige Light to Moral or Spiritu- 
a1-things > bur extend it as far as all 
Traths yea, as far as. all that is In- 

| telligible, 


ed rs Rd. 4 


igible, whi le to..be per- 
EEE in 


l- 
n 
. 35I have explain'd it. 


IV, The C ake their Light 
pie a 0 ege of 4 certain 
en, thei — Late Not 


Wy 4 
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out © which there w * 


= 


hor {{ader/iapding. - 


V. The Quakers by their Ticke 
RO underſtand ſome determinate 


{="d Dicate or Propoſition, expreſ- 


directing —_ 
emo 0h or {0. Wh 
Light is oaly the Eentie Truth of 
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God, va indeed is wo profenc 


march i united with it, but does: "he 

y ten or inſtru& me, but 
_ I attend to it, and conſule it, and 
read what is written in thoſe Divine 
Ideal Characters, 


VL And Laſtly; [The Quakers PR 
not offer any rationator intelligible 
—_ of their t within , .neit 


2 offer'd a Nacnral, Diſlind and 
om. ag way- of yrpkining & both, 
the Omniformity of the 


part ul or the Divine” a4y/@, 
wo has/in himſelf the Eflences and 
Idea's of all things, and in whom the 
ſame are perceiv'd- by us 4 uy 
Creatures. 


Now this Mr: Vickris is Mlecked to 
cenſure as a Miſrepreſentation ofthe 
Quaker's Principle concerning the Lighr 
within. Burt before T proceed to-con- 
fider it be or no, there are 

two 


Land 
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ewo intermedial Paſſages of” his chat 
expe@ to be taken notice-of, I had 
ſaid in my" Reflections, pagi77. ſpeak- 
ing of the - gh within as DR 


preſented that the 
thing in-it @t ri Ny nk is 
true, and if any ſuch "hell yet call it 
Qkerin 21 Ry chat *ris 4g 


n's Golpe rar* of 'St;. Juſtin's 
Works. Yo ag2in to the like par- 
pom my Poſtſcript, that if the Quz- 

underftood _ oy roms and 
- rat Es i and-into what 
lve it, i 


les' irtace 
Paſlgs- Mr: r Miekete— endo 
s eavours ro 
Advantage, oct 
mt ily befriend the Cauſe 
| g # ſort of Gon- Page 7 7, 
chat the Dif- 
__ only' be #2 
he Man in gdod earn-. 
ger hank cha he 
one that 1 not- what belongs 
ro Can and wilt be- impoſed 


Does" it there- 
DES 'the Trith of 
the Principle of-- the Light, 


as 4 I atlow-the Notion- in its fel 


ro be ee - - when rightly meſons; 
that 
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phy, might I not - ſecurely place, Þ i 
1 this, > one rags to explain 
earanites of by Ems þ.cverk, >: 
"Pualities, and other 
ings, which the other chuſes ro iro oe 
inco [the tore ſimple qd ine incelighs 
Principles-of Eigure and Moto 
wichour  appealing- preſently eicl 
the Txi-gf Ariforlaonieg the Pri By 
'of Deſcattes *Or oO [ were woo bk 
& between 7 Socrrign 
abumtttan, might I-noebe allow?'d to 
wy thac' tho the $0: tha denies" thie 
Diviniey-of Chtiſt as-wel as che: Mx- 
humetan,and the Mahum#tan owns him 
as 4 true' Prophet as"well'as the” Sorr- 
z1ax, yet they differ in this, that whete: 
25 the .t-cy4y ens allows him co. luive 
been o- 2 'Temporaty-1Propher, land 


hieRebgoo is now: ſuperannuated, 
as __ Time; -the Sociruan 
atknow] 


ledges him - rabe-4 Prophet of 
2 perpetual-Authoriry;-and charhisRe- 
ligion is ever obligingy/as being on _ 
and ftanditg Revelation of God : I 
- might1nor be allowed to Rate the Gig 
ference;-thus berweett them without 
Book, 'buc 1:muſt needs be pur .upon 
Ferching Proofs, Chapter and Verſe 
one of. Socinus and: the - Micoran? Mr. 
0 therefare well have { ayes 
this 
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this Objetion, without any” prejodion 
oth Strength- 


either to the Beaury,or t 


of his Diſcourſe ; eſpeciall po acniy . 
thathe himſelf is not vleaſed to bring 

much as one fingle Citation our of Joy 
one iſh Writer, (for chat Pa(- 
ſage of Barclay's (pag. 5) is quoted up- 
on- another occaſion ) to drow che 
Repreſentation of their Principle given 
by me Now Mr. Vickris was much 
more concerned toalledge Teſtimonies 
out of Authors thanl , as undertaking 
ro-ſhew that Repreſentation. of 'mine' 
to be falſe, whichrT was then :contenred 
barely" to propiſe;; not 'ro prove.* For © 
tho” it was poſſible for me to give an' 
Account ( and-that-a right one- roo} 
of the Quakers: Principle, ' wicthour 
producing any of their Teſtimonies, yer 
it was not poſhble for Mr. Viekris to 
prove that Account of mine to be falſe 
without referring to their Books. Be! 
cauſe 'tis one thing barely to propoſe, 
which was my Undertaking, and ano- 
ther thing to prove, which was his.'Since 
therefore Mr. #:ckr# chought fir to ſave 
himſelf the Trouble of appealing ro 
Authors when more concerned to do 
ſo, he might well forgive ic” "me, the 
only thing material in this buſineſs be- 
ing, not whether 4 quote their Books 
or 
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r no, but whether I have given atrue 
ccount of their Principle, which'is 


that Mr. F:ickres may not 
have the leaſt Ground to ſuſpeR or pre« 
tend that I contrive things | W1 = own 


ts, by reporting 

nceal -; Labor . on 

or CO any trength, 

I will deal fo fairly and ſquarely with 

"kim, as to ſet down at large his Excep- 

. Hons agaioſt every one of the . fore- 

mentioad Articles , applying ro them 
their reſpective Anſwers diſtin&ly. 


Exception againſt the Firſt Article. 


. LP Hou fayſt, the Quakers uſually 
T talk Ce ate, as of 
ſome Divine Communication and Ma- 
nifeſtation only. How does this appear 
ifeſtation only. How does this 

to be true > Thou quoteſt no Author 
for it. I apprehend thou intendeſt 
| hereby, or elſe thy Afﬀertion has lictle 
weight or matter in it, 2/72. That the 
Quakers own the Light within to be 
ap Accident, and not a — it» 
Wren 
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herent Principle of Divine Exce! 


- which isa great Miſtake, and *cis ro 


fear'd 4 wilful one roo, 'tis gene» 
rally known, and thouc ir tO, 
=_ they quote the TEnouy of Jobu © 

the Evangelit for their Principle , as 
thou haſt done for thine , 


the) 

the bf the An - hay then 

furely the Quakers cannot be fi 

to believe in ny ng EN 2 

Spi Snbſtance, which the Soul of 
is. capable to "feel and hy 


For all-things were made 
withour un was not ay hg ia 
that was made, Joh» 1. 3. Thus thy 
firſt DiſtinQion falls to the ground. 


The Anſwer. ; 


CUopoſe for the preſent, thac rhe 

ares 1 integpd int ning 
[4 is apprehends i it 

Anticheſis or counter-part of che 

the plainly m__ the A i 
Quakers repreſent their rt with- 

in after the nature and manner of an 

Accident, and not as a Subſtantial Prin. 

ciple. 1 tay as Subſtantial Principe 3 
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oy as for a Subſtantial Inherent Prior 
I know not-what to make of it,, 
the firſt time that I ever 

No nherency was an Attribute belong: 

ing co Subſtance. Loving, out there» 

fore by Mr. Fickr# his Leary cis 1 il- 

ſuiced Term, which. I fancy . 


4 flipin while he was or By ms 
or his Paper; ſuppoſe. y, my. 


Ms were, that the Tyab = 
ſent clieir Light not as a Safer 
ing, but rather as an Accident, how does 
tie make out che contrary ? "Why, he 
rells me this is a great Miſtake, -Bat 
may I not reply to him in his own Lan- 
4 , How abes this appear to. bt true? 

bou'quoteſt no Author for it. But tho 

he produces no Authority, yet he. of- 
fers at an Argument, the Sum of which 
is this, The ers building upon the 
Authority of St. Joh», make the Life 
of the Word to be the Light of Mea, 


and therefore muſt be luppoſes 
make it a Subſtance, the Life of the 


Word bei feſledly ſo. Bur if HE 
be all Mr. Vickris has to' ſay for his 
Point, he is very ſhort ,of proving 
what he undertakes, tho at 'the ſame 
time what he undertakes be nothing to 
wg” For tho it be true, that 
oth the Word, and the Life of the 
Word 
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Antitheſis ; thatT wonder how a"Man 
of Mr. Vis Apprehenfion could 
miſs of it. Fr (as he wilt quickly fee, 
he review the. place with the lea 
Attention tengon) the ton berween my 
Notion of the Divine Lig, and chat 
of rhe beth is not made ro'confiſt 
in this, take ito be ag Aoct- 
ran 1s iy Z edgy "that 
ele as ſomer com- 
muni or manifeſted by 


God, NL ES 
I was not then concerned'to con- 

fider)- whereas in my Account'ir 

No chit and Subſtance of rl 
1 ve of all Truth, and 
1 ro-our Mind, . 


e, or 
, and have-no tempta- 
that *tis the ex- 


Regeneracion, which: they all fay, 
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Way 's he (2nd Mr. Keith has oh a great deal 
'of Pains to prove it ) is a Subſtantial 
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OT In one Word, 

t of reg, on neceſlary to bam 
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ing, a as we the well or better | 


ut _— Light woulel 


ml not ſee ſo _——— 
2 I at a 
Senſeof 


hes 5 the 


capa any Finer) Los 
y anſwer Mr. V&r15- his ye 
thar- demands of mgz#Where 1 
that che Quakersri t this 
within as a"fort of trainees 
ration ? For "tis" veey. p: wg 6d 
make this Internal Light to be; (Grace 
that ſpecial and peculiar Grace of =—Sq 
whereby 
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wiwieby he reftores laps'd "Man from 

ther Corruption 'of his MicuraloScare. 

Hpolgy, p. - a-y—ar ſays Mr. Barclay, = 

330. for the Reſtoration of Man) God 

cammunicated and given unto every man . 
@meaſure of the Light of tus —_ med- 

ſure of Grace, or 4 meaſure of the Spirit, 

&c; And again he calls ic*expreſly a 

Page 346. Super ;An Grace ff Chrift. 
Not that 'wouldibe thought- to\deny 

wee of it. Sor fo £0 CEt'- 

of it. ' Sofar fron that, 

i tobe the'greateſt Grace 

þ—n—t tharis, withre 'the De. 
po it; many'of w ich F allow ro 
"extraordinary* Superddditions 

16 the common Order or Stare of  Hu- 

min' Nature, 'as Man might” be 
withour, and yercontinne infthe*Rank 

and Form of a' reaſonable and and "intelli- 

gens Creature! * Bur not content with 

, the Quakers make”the'” Divine 

PO be Grace fimply and*abfolute- 

ly; asto its whoſe Narureand Kind, fo 
okra tm for rb 

they ar&{o far from ma 

it aac do) neceffary to'a Man's Natu- 

and Ordinary way of Underſtand- 

= that they-muſt make it fuch a Su- 

t Acceſſion to the common 


' Condition of Man's Nature, as with- 
| out 
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Subſtance of 'the Deity; idT'fo ? 
Then hs one would tink ſonld hve 
2Key to m one 
cher Lo tefoh' © miſindennd 
pervert it, enar Wane ve 
ſhemechiag (O'expot ent erangye Tor 
For is it mn the ea 1H 0 rude 
jr a Vicky4 in his Con 
think 7 who in _ {ze 


Book, RM lA the wp 
npon ; "as W who 
Courſe of my other Wriri this 
occaſion, do allatong 

ther tity NR 


1s no other 
the very Effen 
whoſe Omnilormiy » exhibgye 1s > xbign of 


things, and is the itmedizreObj 
onception, — rath hh 


you contend 
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we oenoiien : And that I who make - 
of Difference 
Free of of os Light and'that of the 
they donot-make it the 
Subſtance of or Oy but only amerhing 
hepa wp by or from bi 
y do:*Tfay, can it. —_— 
tar allthis, I ſhoul _ 
= et wy5 ot as to make this, 
very. fame thing wich 
Ta wh ard rt and ſo confound 
(as he pretends) the Divine a+y@, with 
Man's Reaſon and Conſcience ? Suro! I 
Sonu be fitter to: pick Straws 4n 
than 'to write Books, ſhould I go 
ſo Þ Enflek 25 to-make Trath and Un- 
, Obje& and Faculty, God 
and Creature all one.. But as thus is too 
ofs to be my real: Meaning, ſo the 
en en 
y it was not. Tis 
ro thence* (and no-Gandid; Regder 
moo have anderſiood by ors 
t my Meaning;; tho ity's 
. fake nor fo explicitly worded, was = 
other than what has been alrea lugge- 
fed, wiz. That: whereas. the Q 


way of Underſtanding, ( as ſu 
two diſtin Lights in the Soul) ad o 
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mal i opoſe this Light - — 
f; | " » . & 


being ſuch an 
ion, that 'tis: lo xequiſice to the 


pag 77; Thi is Reef, this i Gnſeens 


than that this namely chandaghe) iis 
that whereby1 perform Ads of Reaſon 
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eutit, and the Formal Reaſop thereof 
is its Preſence and Manifeſtation. The 
Quakers 
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F 2;r5. areable to make 

wiſe unto Salvation, ( Note ): through 

Faith which is in Gbrift Jeſus er 
nt in this Senſe; 1 hope; 'wi 

ns xv} no Error, bur according to thy 

Conſtruaron of- the Quakers _—_ 

erke 900 yy rn Extra- 

te $:8. 2; or | ſpecial 

Priviledg of - a certain. Order off Men, 


———— Party; as4n-Sz8. 4. Andthen 


them rolaythe _ wich 
Rice ice; ( _ Lines $8. 

as thy import, 

not ſufficient without it , nor ONS 
any more thana tneer dead Lecter; "is to 
render the Quakers 'not' only finguler 
and-erroneous in their Principle of the 
Light- {which thal | be more daly 0b- 
ſerv'd* - its place ) "but alſo'contem- 
ptuous of the Holy Scriptures as uſeleſs 
and inſufficient to all bur- themſelves, 
which is a great and hainous Abuſe of a 
Society of People, without Cauſe and 
Provocation , and contrary to their 
Public and;Known Aflertions both by 
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any Proof. 'Tis true, I did not prove it then, 
no uſe 1 diftruſted my abiliry ro dq fo, 
| bal ſeit" haye ingaped ind apon 
a Subject roo large for my undertaking ar 


Fiyperbeſis concerning the :Liphe, 4 ſhall nor do 
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neſs of the Duakers Notion of the Light within, 
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of Mr. Bavelay's Works in Folio, is what Tican 
eably believe,and know not well how to bays. 
For I know of: no Church or Sociery of Chr 
ſtians that is already © rich in Repurarion for 
Great Men, but mighr well be of "rhe 
Acceflion of fo confiderable a Writer, muck 
more they who' have hitherto been ſo barren 
in Productions of this kind, that in ſtead of 
having many. Iutelligent Writers, they have 
had bur few: that are fo much a8 Inreltigible. 
We may therefore well allow the Quakers w 
{well and plume a lirrle,. when they have at 
once ſo Rare and fo Great an Occahon for it. 
For '\really, '$:r, . Mr. Barclay ' 1s a very great 
Man, and were- it not for that common Pre- 
judjve that ties againft him, as being a Lwaker, 
would be. as fure nor to fail of that Character 
in the World, as any of the fineſt Wirs this 


Age has' produced. 

Bur _ ualify and allay their Joy, that they 
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the a EN ; I only diſſent from 
you in the Choice” of the Undertaker, who I 
doubt is not ſo well qualify'd forfuch a Work 
as you who are nor ſo well acquainted with 
him as I, ſeem to imagin. However, ſince 
you are pleas'd ro impoſe your Commands 
upon him, he is ws dee | ro decline them 
even while he knows himſelf unable to per- 


form them, bur does fo far prefer his Dury ro 
his Repuration as to be willing to lead the 
way, and to flouriſh a little upon the Strings, 
in hopes thar 'his aukward and 'inartificial 
rouching of them may provoke ſome more 
Maſterly Hand ro rake up the Infſtrament. 
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know how they hold it ) but in Groſs, and in 
General, They condemn the Doctrin not as 
Hor fo ſtated bur in common, and as fuch, in 
Its moſt direct and immediare Senſe, thinking 
& abſurd ro ſuppoſe that there is any other 
Principle of Light in Man befides his Rational 
Soul, which they will have to be a Lighc to ir 
ſelf, ar lealt as far as concerns Natural and 
Moral Truths. 
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Body, he makes this. Divine to be no 
other than thar Fleſh and Blood of*Chrilt 


which the Sainrs are nouriſh'd, ' which he 


conſequently be makes the Light tobea Divine 
Body. For it the Light be the ſame with thar 
Fleſh and Blood of , "Ni by which the Saints 
are nouriſh'd ; and if that Fleſh and Blood be 
« Divine Body, then ol aaghra drm a 


is allo a Divine Body. 
So much at preſent for Mr. Barclay. Now 
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Natize, 
Cole me frag (lays te) i 
more ſtrange ( lays he) by many, be- 
cauſe they have been commenty taught, and have 
commonly received it, that there is no middle Sub- 
ſtance berwixt the, Gadhead and us,. at leaſt as to 
the inward ; For they have ſuppoſed that the Spi- 
rit or Mind of 4 Man or an Angel is next unto 
the Godhead, which 1 deny ; for the Heavenly or 
Divine Subſtance or Eſſence of which the Divine 
Birth» was both concero'd in Mary , and is in- 
wardly concerv'd in the Saints, is of 4 middle 
Nature, 


And left by their Calling (as often do) 
this Subttance a Divine -- Vinay: O ſhould 
be thought co imply that it was the very Sub- 
ſtance of God, he takes care ro lay in a Cau- 
tion agaiaſt any ſuch Conſtruction in thenexr 
P This middle Nature (lays he) I call Ibid. 
a Divine Subſtance or Eſſence, not as if it as 
I 4 th 
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the Godhead it ſelf ,,or a Patticle 'br Portion of 
it, but becauſe of #5 Excellency above al "other 
things next unto the Godhead ; as on ſuch an Mes 
'Eotent Men do call other things Divine which are 
very excellent ; yea, ſome call Holy Men Drvine, 
and'ſome call theſe who teach the "things | of God, 
Divines, & who wrote the Revelations,” 1s 
calfd Jobn the Divine. Alſo this excellent and 
intermediate Being may be call'd the Divine 
Being, becauſe the Gaghead is moſt immediately 
manifeſt therein, and dwelleth in it as in the moſt 
HolF Place, or Holy of Holies. 


He further rells'us, ſpeaking of the Con- 
ception of the Virgin Mary, that God did 
really ſow a moſt Divine and Heavenly Seed "in 
the Virgins Womb, and that by Verrue of "this 
Chriſt had a Divine Perfettion and Vertnle," and 
that Subſtantial,” above all other Mgn." Again, 
he ſays, that his Body hath not only the PerfeRti- 
ons of our Body, but alſo much muxe ;-becanſe* of 
its being generate not only of the Seed of Mary, 
butaF a Divine Seed, and that this\foine Seed 
ir that Univerſal Balſom-or Medicinto cure and 
reſtore not only all "Mankind, but alſo the'whole 
outward Creation : That thu is the Little Leaven 
that ſhall Leaven the whole Lump of this wrfible 
Creation, whereby all things ſhall be raade new, 
&c. Thar this is thar Srone of the Wiſe Men, 
which by its Touch ſhall in due time change, not 
only the Bodies of the Saints, but the Body of the 
whole Creation, and purge it from all its Weak- 


" neſs and Impurity. For (lays he) what can per- 


Fettly cure and reſtore the Sick and Diſeaſed | 
of Iyuture either in Man, 0 in other things, but 
bis 
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was ay, 
and % 


dent that \they make rhe Light to be 
material gorporeal Principle. The ſhort of 


rhis marrer lies in this Form 'of Argument, 


But rhe Light within is one and the ſame 
thing with! this Divine Seed. 


Therefore the Light within is a Body. 


And this do theſe rwo grear Pillars of Qua- 
kerilm * Bartlay and Mr. 3 Keith agree pork 
eachother, and both of rhem in this, - in ma- 
king the Light within nor to be God or a Sub- 
{tance properly Divine, bur ro be a Creature, 
and more than thar, ro be a Matcrial and Cor- 


Bur that rhe Reader may have yer a more 

fall Account, and more clear and exact Com- 

jon'of this marrer, I' will rake their.” 

thefis from the very Ground and Botrom 

of it, and reſolve i into certain diſtin chro 
Ci 


k FVindica- 
-' ced, p.861. 


3-. They ſuppoſe that this 
ral Union of the Soul with whuch Ne oiual 


Life does conſift , is a certain Divine or Cele- 


ſtial Body , even as the Nartural«Life does 
conſiſt in the Vital Union of the Soul, with a 
Natural ar In: Body-of the common E- 
lementary | 


6 They i ſe that Chriſt had F'wo Bo- 
dies of Tr ifindt Original , and 6 ls 
nr Jorg e, a Carnal Body, and a 
rual Body , a Body | which = took from the 
Virgin Mary , a Body in which his Soul 
exiſted long before he rook Fleſh of the Vir- 
pin. "They are the very Words of Mr, Bar- 
clay, which becauſe they are of particujar 
concernment , I will ſer down a = _ To 
rhe of Iys Adv Chrilt 
Two ? He anſwers, & : aud bat bim 
deny. it Fr: be dare , without contradifting the 
Scripture, 
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1s thar Heavenly Manna', rhar Livi 
diconrget in the Sixth of Sr. Fohn, thar Di 
vine r upon which the Saints do feed, 
ard whereby they are nouriſh'd unto everlaſt- 
ing Life. 


6. And Laſtly , they do- alfo ſuppoſe thar 
this Spiritnal By of Chriſt wherein his Hu- 
man exiſted before: his Incarnation , a 
meaſure whereof is given as a Divine Seed to 
every Man to Leven, Seaſon and Sanctifie his 
Nanue, and by clofing and uniring with which 
our Nature becomes actually Sanctified , thar 
this I fay is that very Divine Light _ 


S 


i e fay 
Pane in which : 
rit dwells, a meaſure of which Divine and Glo- 
riow” Life is "in 'all Men as a Seed, which of its 
own nature draws, invites and. inclines to God. 
And this we call ( obſerve ) Vehiculum Dei, 
or the Spiritual Body of Chriſt, the Fleſb and 
Blood of Chriſt which came down from Heaven, 
of which-all the Saints do Feed , and are thereby 
notriJhtd” unto Eternal Life. By which'T think 
it is plain as far as nnd may be 
gather d from their , thar they make 
the Light wirhin ro be the Spiritual; of * 
Chrift , or a certain meaſure or Portion, of 
that Body. . 


And thus having according tothe beſt of 
my Underſtanding and Obſervarion given 
an Exrra&t of the Quakers Principle concern- 
ing the 5 ooAfer (which I have þ well 
conſider'd before and after the framing 
ir, that I can with good aſſurance ſtand by it, 
and dare appeal to all the,Learned of that 
way , whether -I have nor given a nt and 
juſt account of their Principle.) I now haſten 
ro the Second of my Undertaking, to 
expoſe the Grothheſs and Abſurdiry of it. 


of the Real Preſence, ſuppoling | 

ies of the Commumcants feed upon the 

- Elements of | Bcfad and Wine,; their 

zuls (as many of them as are bily dn aled) 

do take in and feed upon. this Divine and Spi- 

ritual Body . of Chriſt, which ftrengrhens and 

their Inner Man , and becomes to 

them 7 Principle'of Regeneration and Spirt- 

rual Life, as you may, ks more fully dedne'd 

in his Di of the Real Preſence, partir 
cularly in the Firſt and Sixth Chaprers ol. ths 
Tregrile, | _ 
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now only ro lay open the a 


And 


| > a 

that of M. Melebranche ſhould be fo 
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to a Creaure , in order to its Nlhamanation 

erlook it, but rather 


- 


(26) 
. tHe confider'd , th 
Ta, ent pra ng he Sappottivn yas 
,* only yuan 
firſt in/general, 6@+ vhe Mind be : wowed men 
'other,” ai then by di 
porerul into Creed of m_ This 1. '6y 
hr eafil ve done in poiit 
urtt 6 - , perhaps ſhould have 
done ; bur not-d g that anywould e- 
ver be 6 exrravagaditly groſs , as to reſolve 
the Itfuminarion ofthe Mind into irs non wirh 
ny" Creature, and-r 
buc char if Men 


_ tly wonder:thar- thoſe who tome up 
2p # mo. x 0 eB PTE 4} 
off, atul paſs it by 


The..Quakers ſeem” with M. Makbrnche to 
diſctaim met pre wr pany > ap 1 
ways. propo rhey agree w 
farw: the Fifth and latt, mb cakive acl 
lamination of the Soul into uts' Union with 


ſome 
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r 'the' laſt Member of 
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C21) | 
 fome Beg other. Bur herein they. divide 
and'take ſeveral ways, in that M. Ma/ebranche, 
makes this Being to be Ged, who is abſolutely 
Perfect and all-comprehenfive, eminently and 
vertually all, and the Duakers will needs 
have it to be a Created Being, Which Hy- 
potheſis I think ro be'very Abſurd. 


'. 1, As needleſs. 
2, As impoſſible, 


1. It is a needleſs Hypotheſis : For if the 
. Soul of Man be nor ſufficient to be a Light to 
it ſelf, bur irs Illumination muſt be reſoly'd 
into its union with ſome other Being (which 
theſe Men implicitly grant when they reſolve 
it into its Union with a Created Being,) then 
whar Being © fir and proper for this purpoſe 
as God, who by reaſon of the Immentity and 
Spirirualiry of his Nature, muſt needs be in- 
EY ont to all Minds , and by reaſon 
' of the ity of his Eſſential Perfection, 
muſt needs have in himſelf after an eminent 
and intelligible manner ,. all the Degrees of 
Being , and conſequently the Ideas of all 
things ? If there be a-Being ſo qualined, cer- 
tainly our Illumination muſt be reſolv'd into 
our Union with that Being : And if there be 
a God, then there muſt be . a Being 10 quali- 
fied. And therefore it mult be from our U- 
nion with him that all our Light and Know- 
ledge is derived , who would of himſelf fut- 
ficiently wnlighten _ » not only —_—_ 

© 


(22) 
the Conjuntion, but even without the Coexi- 
fence of any other Crearure, 


For I would demand of theſe Men that 
conrend for a Creared Light , an Anſwer to 
this one Queſtion : Suppoſe God ſhould anni- 
hilate all the whole Creation except one In- 
telligent Spirit, fo that there ſhould be _ 
in being but thar fingle Spirit and Hunſelf , 
would this Spirit upon the removal of all his 
Fellow Creatures our of being , ceaſe ro un- 
derſtand or no ? I know upon their Principle 
they muſt fay that he would, as ſup 
his capaciry of Know ro —_ upon 
his Union with a certain Created Being, vx. 
the Spiritual Body of Chriſt : Bur ſerting afide 
their Principle , (which is the thing under 

ion, and therefore muſt — 
a mm ro prove another thi ' 
no reaſon in” the nature of the thing ie (elf, 
pay ey Coy thar fuch a Spirit would 
in fuch a Suppofirion ceaſe ro underſtand ; and 
T think there 1s all the reaſon in the World ro 
ſuppoſe he would nor, as being ſtill norwith- 
ſtanding this great and Univerſal Emprine(s, 
unired moſt intimately ro a Being of Abſolure 
hanlf the Ideas of "all rhings. Cerramly 

eas of all rhin 

this great and Univerſal Repreſer ative would 
be a ſufficient Lighr ro that Solitary Spirir, 
who would nor want Thoughts or Ideas, tho 
he might want a Companion to Communicate 
them to. And therefore tho the Notion were 
otherwiſe never ſo poſſible and conſiſtent, yer 
i altogether needlefs to feck our for we 
Wl 
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| (23) 
with any Creature, in order to that Iſlemings 
tion, which conſidering the Omniprefence and 
All-perfection of God , muſt be ſuppo- 
_—_ _ 0 LE 
one went Spirit in being. as rhis is 
> aa 


2. It is alſo an t le Hypotheſis : It is 
abſolutely impoſſible, thar a Cleatete ſhoutd 
be a Light ro Man, or thar one Crearure 
ſhonld be a Light ro another. God is the 
great Eirinary of the whole Intellectual 
World, and [ris he —_—_— can be a Lighr 
either to the Soul of , or to any other 
Intelligent Being. No Creature, tho never fo 
_ and excellent, nor even the Human 

of Jeſas Chriſt, ( much leſs ———_—_ 
Body,) can ever be a Light to the Mind of 
Man. For to be a Light to the Mind, is to 
be to it the Principte of Undetſtanding , to 
furniſh it with Ideas, and ro be the formal and 
immediare Obje&t of irs Conception. And 
for this there are Two Conditions neceſlarily 

ired, Firft, Thar ir be intimarely preſent 
and united ro the Mind. Secondly, Fhar ir 
have the whole Perfe&tion of Being, fo as ro 
have the Ideas of all rhings, and ro be an Uni- 
verſal Repreſentative. Which Condirions , 
(eſpecially the laſt,) no Crearnre either has, 
or can poſſibly have : And therefore no Crea- 
we Ob ORE Gmald 

n. 


Were a Creature never fo excellent, yer ir 
would be of a finite Perfection , and conſes 
K 2 quently 


(24) 
quently. of ſuch a certain dererminate order, 
rank, kind or ſpecies; that is, ir would be 
ſuch a particular degree of Being. Ir would 
not be all Being, or Being ar large, (for then 
it would be ,) bur only. ſuch a definite 
and determinate” degree of 'ir. And conle- 
quently were it never ſo intimately united to 
my-Mind, it could be able to repreſent only 
it ſelf, and fach degrees of being as were in 
it ſelf, Thar is, it mighr repreſent it ſelf and 
-all thar is of the ſame kind with ir ſelf, bur 
ir could not repreſent any thing: elſe, for ir 
could not reprelent more degrees of Being 
than it had. Ir could not therefore repreſent 
any Creature. of another Order from it {elf, 
as a Sun ſuppoſe could nor repreſent a Tree, 
nor a Triangle a Circle, fince each of theſe 
have degrees of Being that are not in the 0- 
ther, and gon cannor be repreſented 
by the other. For this is a moſt undoubred 
grinciple, that nothing can repreſent wy more 
"Uegrees of Being than ir has. Su of 

Crearure therefore of never ſo railed and ex- 
cellent an Order, it would be able to repre- 
{ent only it ſelf, and thoſe of the ne & 
cies. And what a poor account would thi 
rurn to!- What a dim Mong Light wquid 
this be for a' Rational Soul ro Sol 


And as ſuch a Created Light would repre- 
ſent bur little of the Creation, fo it would nor 
be able to repreſent God art all , whom we 
are chiefly concern'd ro know , if *rwere on- 
ly that we mighr be aſcertain'd of the Truth 
of other things, the certainty of which (as 
Deſcartes 
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(253). 
Deſcartes has 'well obſerv'd _ ved, de- 
pends upon our knowl O Bur now 
It is impoible that wines he be repreſented 
ro our Minds by a Created Light ; for as 
there muſt be ar leaſt as much Realiry in the 
Object, either formally or eminently, as there 
is of Objective :Realiry in the Tdeq, (which 
is one of the *Principles upon which M. Def- 
cartes grounds the exiftence of God,) So'"ris 
as true onthe other Hand, thar there muſt 
be as much Realiry in the Idea}, as there is 
farmally or eminently in the Object, or elſe 
thar Idea will never be able to: repreſent thar 
Object, and rar by verrue of the Principle 
before laid down, That nothing can js 2 
any more degrees of Being than ir has. Bur 
now God does infinitely ſurpaſs rhe whole Or- 
der of the Crearures, exceeding the higheſt 
degrees of the:n by a whole Infiniry, and 
therefore cannor poſſibly be repreſented by any 
or all of them. God indeed may repreſent a 
Creature ro my Mind, as having all the de- 
grees of” Being in that Crearure, and infinitely 
more,, but a Creature can never repreſent 
God, as having no manner of Proportion to 
his Excellency. For if (as it has been ſhewn,) 
one Crearure cannot repreſent another, thar 
has but one degree of Being beyond ir , or 
which the other has not, as a Triangle can- 
not repreſent a Quadrangle , as having one 
Angle more than ir ſelf, much lefs can a 
Creature be a Repreſentative of God , of 
whom ir falls ſhort b no leſs a meaſure rhan 


a whole Infinity. Take an Extract of all 
Ereared Perfection , and you will never be 
K 3 able 
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| able to raiſe an Idea of God our vf « ; for 


to.add Creature +10. Crearuze, - is bur 

ite to, finite; and as that will never make, 
L gp it be ever able to repreſent an 
brute. vtby 4558 ility is there in the 
notion of a Created Light , which can repre- 
ſentbur lirtle of the ture , and God nor 
at all. ery Abſurd” are +thoſe thar 
ſtand for ir, fince the end for which they main- 
iy deſign it, and ſuppoſe ir ro be afforded ro 
Man, 15 to conduct him to God, of whom ir 
ws ir cannot give him ſo much as an I- 
ea. 


6 
And now if ir be ſo Abſurd to make the 
Light within to be a Creature , then how 
mach more Abſurd is it ro ſuppoſe it a Mate- 
rial Creature? Aquinas I remember propoſes 
It as.a Queſtion, Wherher one Angel may nor 
Illuminate another : Bur among the many 
- pr. rg frivolous Queſtions which he puts, 
I think he never thought it worth his while 
to inquire , Whether a Clod of Earth, or a 
- er wa (if you pleaſe) could illuminate an 
Angel ? He that thought an Inferior Angel 
could not. illuminate an Angel of a Superior 
Order, to be ſure did nor imagin that it could 
ever enter into any conſidering Head, that 
Marrer ſhould be able ro illuminate Spirtt. 
And I cannor but ſtand amazed ar the Extra- 
Vagancy of their Imagination who think it 
can. gure the wild diſorders of a Fever, can 
hardly produce a more odd phantaftical con- 
ceit thafi-rhis. Ir has been thought a ſtrange 
adventure in Speculation, to ſuppoſe, that 
| Marter 


who could entertain ſuch a Notion. - 
las, what is this in compariſon of making 
Matter the Principle of Illumination! "Tis 
groſs _ of any ſenſe ro ſuppoſe Marter 
capable of thinking it. felf, bur ro ſuppoſe ir 
ro be an Intellectual Light, ro be a Prnciple 
of thinking, ro make it a Maſter and In-- 
ſtructor , a Furniſher of 'T hts and Ideas, 
what an Extravagance muſt this be ! What, 
Marrer illuminate Spirit ! How harſhly ir 
ſounds ! How it grares upon a Philoſophical 
Ear! For beſides that fuch a Suppoſirion as 
this would invert and confound the whole Or- 
der of rhings, by exalcing Marter above Spi- 
rir (which ending ro this muſt depend upon 
Marrer for the nobleſt of irs Operations, that 
very ation whereby it 1s diſtinguiſhd 
from #, and ſuppoſed to be placed above it,) 
I fay beſides this, how is it pofſible thar Mar- 
rer ſhould be a Principle of Ifluminacion ro 
the Soul ? For in the hrit place , how ſhall 
we ſuppoſe it capable of being inrimarely u- 
nited and preſent ro it ? Or if+ we could ton- 
:ceive this ro be poffible, yer what would ir 
be able to repreſent ? It would be able to 
repreſent nothing but whar is Material, and 
bur a little of rhat neither, even no more than 
thoſe few degrees of Material Perfection ir 
ſelf is ſuppoſed ro have ; ir could repreſent 
nothing ncancial or Intellectual. For us 
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(28) 
EE 
es or Fi 10ns 3 a ial Idea 
can never repreſent an Immaterial Object. A 
Principle ſo very clear and certain, that even 
thoſe _ derive our og yy Senſevle Ob- 
jects, ſuppoſing them to be Corporeal Ema- 
_ Pho = find it neceſlary. ro look out 
for an Expedient, whereby they may be refined 
and Spiritualized after their admiſſion into 
the common Senſory , namely * by -the help of 
what they call Inte/leftus Apens, whole Office 
they fay 15 to purifie and refine theſe Material 
Phmabns, and to render them Immarterial, 
thar ſo they may become Inrtelligible. A very 
hard Task task for poor Intelletius 4_ and 
,were he nor a Creature of their own Brain, it 
would move any ones Pity to think ' what a 
piece of Drudgery he is Condemn'd to. Bur 
that puts an end to our concern ; for ſo he 
that reads the many ſevere toils and hardſhips 
of a poor Romantick Adyenturer, feels a ſecret 
warmth about his Heart, and is apt ever now 
and then aur of a tenderneſs of Spirigyro dif- 
ſolve into a paſſion for the Noble Sufferer, rill 
as he is juſt about to drop a Tear, he 'remem- 
bers that 'tis bur a Romance , and then all is 
well again. Burt by the way, this is a moſt 
miſerable Device, and ſuch as ſufficiently be- 
trays the abſurdity and nulliry of their Hy 
theſis. For hereby they plainly acknowledge 
the truth of this Principle that a Material I- | 
dea cannot repreſent” an Immaterial Object, 
(for otherwiſe , what neceffity of having it 
Spiritualized,) and if fo, then fince their Ideas 
are Material, the whole weight of their Hy- 
pothetlis 
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(29), 

reſts upon” rhis fingle Bottom | 766 
po ile f Mera into Immaterial F 
deas, which if found ro be im le, their Hy- 
pothefis' can ' no longer ftand. Now 'T' muſt 
needs confeſs it does as much fi my Un- 
derftanding, how a Marerial Idea can be 
rransform'd into an Immarerial one, as how a 
Marerial - Idea car reprefent an Immarerial 
Obje&t. They are alike-Myfteries to me, and 
I doubr nor bur that they are both alike Abſur- 
diries in themſelves, 


y | 


Well then, the Sam of the matter in hand 
will come to this : If the Ideas of a Marterial 
Principle muſt be alſo Material, and if a ma- 
terial Idea cannor repreſent an Immarterial Ob- 
ject, then 'rwill follow, that a Material Li 
will not be able ro give the Soul a R 
ration of any thing that is Immarerial or Intel. 
leual. And if fo, what lirtle ſtead will ir 
ſerve us in ! "The greateſt part of our Noti- 
ons are Intellectual. We cannot ſpeak , or 
write three or four Words, bur ſome of them 
will ftand for Ideas that repreſent Intellectual 
Objects. There is no thinking nor converſing, 
tho never ſo little, without this. And whar 
ſhall we do then with a Light that is nor 
able ro furniſh us with Ideas for a quarter of 
the things we are concerned both to think and 
to diſcourſe of So utterly unſerviceable and 
inſufficient is a Material Light for the purpoſes 
of Human Underſtanding, and fo ſenſeleſs 
and abſurd is the Norion that Aferts it. The 
Sum of what has been hitherto diſcours'd 
rurns 


| (30)) 
fa within'the Compaſs of this Syllo- 


Thar Notion which makes the Light with 
mp be a Crearure, and a material Creature, 
s Abſurd, 


; Bur the Notion of the Quakers concerning 
the Light within makes it to be fo. 


Therefore the Notion ———+ a con- 
cerning the Light within is Abſurd. 


The Firſt of theſe Propofitions is what we 
have been proving now laft of all. The Se- 
cond was proved in the Account given of the | 
Lnphers inciple of the Light. The Conclu- 

therefore follows, That rhe ers 
o_ of the =7 —_— is Abſurd. = 
was the Propoſition errook to prove, a 
I am very ouch miſtaken in my Cr if 
x be not well proved, 


And thus having repreſented the Grofineſs 
of _ ——_ Principle of rhe Lighr, I will 
now in the Conclafion add a Word or rwo 
concerning their Inconfiſtency in explaining it. 
That Perion may welt be efteemed Inconfi- 
ſtent with himſelf, who ſo explains his Hy 
theſis in the Particulars of it, as ro contradi 
that general Ground upon which ir is built. 
Bur now this I take ro be the Fault of the 

ers in relation ro the Point in Hand. 

The general Ground upon which they build ' 
their Hyporhefis of the Light within ws 
r 
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pe For if - 

within, —_— 

of Human Underſtanding be a Creature, rher 
Man might as well have been his own Light, 
or « Light o himiel thar is, he might arrive 
wiedg of things, by conſulting rhe 
Perfections of his own e, —_— Rea- 
ſon why Man cannor be a Light to himſelf be- 
ing this, becauſe no Cregture can be ſo. Bur 


" if a Creature may be a Light, and the Lighr 


within be a Crearure, then why may not 
Man himſelf be that Creature ; and then 
what need of any fuch thing as a Light with- 
in diftin&t from the Rational Nature of Man, 
which would be ro renounce their general 
Principle, and to fall in with the iy 4 Hy- 

is of Human Underſtanding, that 
this is a Notion altogerher inconſittent wath it 
ſelf, as well as diſagreeable ro. Trurh. 


I have now finiſh'd what I underrook, and, 
if I miſtake not, fully anſwer'd the Title of 
this Treatiſe. If any ſhould think it ſtrange 
_ I would be be far _— oo, _— 
Srudies, as to ſpend rime and pains in diſprov- 
ing the Principles of ſo incontiderable oP 
waſion 
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ſwaſion as that of the Dwakers, I muſt ' mn aw 
ſwer to this take the'Liberry to tell them, . 


- + G | 

I. That (us to better Studies) I know nothing 
thar does betrer deſerve the Conſideration of a 
Rational Crearure, thari the Mode and Way 
of Human Underftanding. 


2. That (as to the Inconſiderableneſs of the 
Perfwaſion) I cannot think Quakeriſm to be 1o, 
as. the Principles of ir are laid down and 
managed by Mr,'Barc/ay. That Great and 
General Contempr; they lie under , does nor 
hinder me from thinking the Se&t of the Qua- 
kers to be by far the moſt conſiderable of any 
that divide from us, in .caſe the Quakeriſm 
thar. is generally held be rhe ſame with that 
which Mr Barclay has deliver'd ro the World 


for fuch ; whom I rake to be fo great a Man, ' 


thar I profeſs to you freely, I had rather en- 
gage againſt an Hundred Be/larmins, Hardings, 
or Stapyltons, than with one Barclay. 


However, as great-a Man as he is, I think 
I have given his Priaciple of the Light a clear 
and thorough Confurarion, and have likewiſe 
therein ſufficiently anſwer'd my particular Ad- 
ver/ary, who perhaps by this time may have 
reaſon to repent thar ever he ſer me to work. I 
know, Sir, very well, that 'ris one thing ro an- 
ſwer the Book, and another thing ro anſwer 
the Man : For ſome Men will never be an- 
fwered, 'tho their Books are. Burt I am not 
ambirious of the /aſt 4/ord,becauſe I know wile 
Men do nct uſe to judg of the ifſue of a Dif 
pure 
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(33), 
pure by that Meafure, Mr. 
may have hat if he pleaſe, 
becauſe F think it will be all 
by his Engagement with 


\ SIR, 
Tour Humble Servant, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


SIR, | 
*HERE 1s one very material Conſideration 
relating to the Irhpoſſibiliry of the Hy- 
pothefis of a Created Light, which happen'd 
to eſcape my Thoughts till T was the 
place where ir ought naturally ro have come 
n, and therefore I muſt ſer ir down here by 
rr Torknow,” Sf, 4 Very great Part of 
our Study and Thinking, as well as of our 
Familiar Diſcourſe and Converſation, is em- 
ploy d about Neceſſary and Eternal Truths. And 
moſt of our Arts and Sciences are Converſanr 
abour rhem, as being indeed the Principal Ob- 
jet of Human Knowledg. And therefore 
it is neceffary, that that which is ro ſerve us 
as an Inrelleftual Light ſhould be able to re- 
preſent theſe things to our Minds, whatever 
elſe be lefr unrepreſented. Bur now this is 
whata Created Light will never be able rodo, 
there being nothing mm a"Creared Light rhar is 
able ro an{wer or any Correſpondence to 
that which is Neceffary and Eternal. For a 
Creature is 4 Contingent Being, all the Reality 
_ is in it is wholly ——— and as 
ringency can never ent Necefliry or 
Eternity, fo neither can he wich is Conrin- 


gens repreſent what is Neceſſary or Tal 
is 
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